“An engaging, honest book.”
—Kimberly Brubaker Bradley,
Newbery Honor-winning author of
The War That Saved My Life
“A beautiful story of family, forgiveness, life
on an island, and growing up.”
—Kate Messner,
author of Breakout and The Seventh Wish

Author visit with

Gillian McDunn

This beautifully honest,
emotionally resonant debut
tells the story of a girl, her
brother with special needs,
and the summer they will
never forget.


Since her father's death, Cat
has taken care of her
brother, Chicken, for their
hardworking mother—but
on an unexpected island trip
to visit grandparents they
never knew, Cat has the
chance to be a child again.

To schedule, please contact:
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gmcdunn@gmail.com
www.gillianmcdunn.com
Ideal for grades 3-7

GILLIAN MCDUNN loves

visiting schools. At your school, she
will share her writing process, the way
she crafts memorable characters, and
how her love for the North Carolina
coast inspired her book’s setting.
PRESENTATIONS
Presentations are warm, fun, and
informative. All sessions allow for Q&A
time at the end.
From Idea to the Page
Gillian explains how she gets her
ideas, how she plans her stories, and
why revision is magic.
Audience size: Assembly or
classroom-size group
45-60 minutes
Writing Workshops
Students explore the craft of writing
with the following hands-on writing
workshops:
● Creating Great Characters
● Making a Memorable Setting
● Fantastic First Lines
Audience size: Maximum 45 students
45-60 minutes

CUSTOMIZE YOUR VISIT
● Half-day visits consist of a single
presentation, up to one hour.
● Full-day visits include up to three
presentations, up to one hour each.
● Lunch session: schools can plan a casual
“brown bag” author lunch with a small
group of students, such as a book group,
Battle of the Books team, or writing
club. Bonus: A lunch session is free with a
full-day visit.
Please visit www.gillianmcdunn.com for
further details and pricing information.
BOOK SIGNINGS
Gillian welcomes the opportunity to sign
books and meet students individually. For
book sales, she recommends ordering from a
local, independent bookstore whenever
possible.

Read my interview
with Mr. Schu!

Gillian, fourth grade.

About the Author
A native Californian, Gillian McDunn
has lived 10 minutes from Disneyland,
6 minutes from the Golden Gate
Bridge, 15 minutes from the San
Diego Zoo, 21 minutes from the St.
Louis Arch, and currently lives 2 hours
and 37 minutes from her favorite
beach—Topsail Island, North
Carolina.
I’ve been to a lot of author talks, but
Gillian McDunn’s was my favorite
ever.
—Sixth grade student
Davis Drive Middle School, Cary, NC

